1*6                 CONTEMPORARY ESSAYS.

Prayer-Book; and while the words are there, we are
not surprised that soi&e persons will take them
literally. They are fairly capable of Dr. Pusey's
interpretation, but it will do no harm to remember
the truth and the whole truth concerning their
history.

But the greatest of all difficulties in the way of
reunion between the Church of England and the
Church of Borne, are the two latest Eoman dogmas.
The infallibility of the Pope, if not already pro-
claimed, will be, it is generally believed, before many
days. This must put an end to all hopes of the
reunion of England in any other way than by penance
and absolution. If the Pope is infallible, England is
in the fearful pit of heresy and schism. The Imma-
culate Conception of the mother of Jesus has been a
dogma since 1854, This is the great crux to
Anglicans. The Protestant doctrine that Christ alone
is without sin, and that He alone is the Mediator,
displaced the worship of the Virgin in all Protestant
countries. In the Church of England there is not a
vestige of it to be found. Mary is no more wor-
shipped than any other holy matron. It is peculiarly
the doctrine of English Christians that i Jesus is all.'
In Him they see supremely all that in man is great
and noble, all that in woman is pure and gentle. The
first thing that strikes and repels a Protestant when
he goes into a Eoman Catholic Church, is the
supremacy that seems everywhere given to Mary.

Apart from the dogma of the Immaculate Concep-
tion, there is a cuttus which has grown wild and
luxuriant, sometimes checked by the authorities, and